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BARTHOLOMEW CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL CORPORATION 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2020 MINUTES 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Bartholomew Consolidated 

School Corporation was held at the Administration Building, 1200 Central Ave, Columbus, IN 
47201, on Monday, June 15, 2020 at 6:30 p.m., pursuant to notice having been duly given to the 
media and to all members of the Board in accordance with the rules of the Board. 

 
         The members of the Board were shown to be present or absent as follows: 
 
Present:   Mr. Jeff Caldwell, President 
    Dr. Jill Shedd, Vice President 
    Mr. Pat Bryant, Secretary 
 
Virtual:   Mr. Rich Stenner, Member 
    Mr. James Persinger, Member 
    Mrs. Kathy Dayhoff-Dwyer, Member 
    Dr. Julie Bilz, Member  
   
Administration:  Dr. Jim Roberts, Superintendent   

Ms. Teresa Heiny, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
Dr. Brett Boezeman, Director of Operations 

 
Virtual:   Mr. Chad Phillips, Assistant Superintendent for Business Services 
    Dr. Laura Hack, Director of Elementary Education 
    Mr. William Jensen, Director of Secondary Education 
    Dr. Gina Pleak, Director of Title Services 
    Dr. George Van Horn, Director of Special Education 
 
School Attorney:  Mr. Chris Monroe  
 
  
 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
 Determination of quorum was made virtually via Zoom of all Board Members. 
 

Mr. Caldwell called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
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What 
 
Update on School Re-Opening Planning Process (Dr. Roberts) 
 

1) Dr. Roberts provided an update on the School Reopening Planning Process. He presented 
Five Guiding Principles that were established during the Thursday, June 4 Strategic Planning 
Session. Those guidelines are as follows: 

 
• We wish to return as many students to our buildings as possible on Thursday, August 6.  
• Prioritize Health and Safety of all students and staff members.  
• Provide high quality instruction regardless of context.  
• Ensure equity of access to high quality instruction for all students.  
• Provide families and students with choices and pathways that work best for their 

individual learning needs.  
 

Dr. Roberts shared that the school corporation released a statement on June 11 as well as 
posted a survey to gather responses to the reopening of school. He referenced utilizing 
crosswalking guidance with The Indiana Department of Education, The Indiana State 
Department of Health, and the Governor’s Office as well as the Centers for Disease Control and 
locally developed childcare protocols. He also added that consulting assistance for 
recommendations and guidance was being received from the local Community Education 
Coalition, Community Covid-19 Task Force and the Bartholomew Health Department.  There 
are several meetings left to be held with key stakeholders in regards to reopening.  A plan will be 
developed based on all of the information from the resources listed above and a statement will be 
released on or around July 6.  Both recommendations and guidance are being provided by the 
state, but it is being left to the local health department to make the decision on the best way to 
reopen BCSC schools.   
 

The following information was shared in response to questions from the board: 
 

Mr. Stenner asked if there would be any points for additional release of information 
between now and July 6.  Dr. Roberts responded that, if needed, yes, additional updates would be 
made along the way.   

 
Referendum Results (Dr. Roberts) 
 

2) Dr. Roberts commented on the Referendum results.  He thanked the community for 
their support and congratulated all of those who were involved community wide. Dr. Roberts 
also recognized and thanked the Political Action Committee for their hard work and dedication.  
Committee members included David Doup, Janice Montgomery, Anthony Gambaiani and 
Mandy Keele as well as Assistant Superintendent for Business Services, Chad Phillips.  He 
recognized and thanked the school board for their support as well as shared how the public will 
be able to track monies spent through the transparency portal located on the BCSC web site.   
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Cabinet Reports 
 

3) Extra-Curricular Accounts Report was given by Mr. Phillips.  
 
 
HOW 
 
4) Requests for Approval: (Dr. Roberts)  
 
 Dr. Roberts reviewed the following items for the Board. 
  

a. Minutes of the Regular School Board Meeting of May 18, 2020 and Minutes of the Strategic 
    Planning Session of June 4, 2020  

 b. Supplemental Contracts (Dr. Hack/Mr. Jensen) 
 c. Field Trips/Professional Leaves (Dr. Hack/Mr. Jensen) – no requests submitted 
 d. School Fundraisers (Dr. Hack/Mr. Jensen)  
 e. Claims and Payroll (Mr. Phillips) 
 f.  CARES Act Grant (Dr. Pleak) 
 g. Revision to Board Policy 5111.03- Children And Youth In Foster Care (Dr. Pleak) 
 h. Addition of a Pre-K classroom at Lillian C. Schmitt Elementary (Dr. Pleak) 
 i.  School Meal Prices (Dr. Boezeman/Ms. Millspaugh) 
 
 Dr. Roberts shared additional information on the requests for approval.  He requested approval 
of the reviewed Items, 4) a-i. 
 
 Dr. Jill Shedd made a motion to approve the reviewed items, and Mr. Pat Bryant             
seconded the motion. 
  
 Upon a call for the vote, Items 1) a-i were approved unanimously.  Voice count was called by 
Mr. Caldwell.   
  
 Although approved, based upon some discussion, Dr. Gina Pleak will bring revised language 
for Board Policy 5111.03 back for additional review during the regularly scheduled July 20 School 
Board meeting. 
  
2) Request for Approval of Human Resources Recommendations: 
 

 Ms. Heiny requested approval for the Human Resources recommendations as presented. 

 Mr. Pat Bryant made a motion to approve the recommendations, Dr. Bilz seconded the 
motion.  

  Upon a call for the vote, the motion was carried unanimously. Voice count was called by 
Mr. Caldwell.    
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BOARD INPUT/REVIEW 
 

Dr. Shedd commented on the great community input with the completed surveys.   
 

Dr. Bilz asked if the Block Schedule pilot will continue as scheduled for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Mr. Jensen responded that the schedule is being built and will be ready to move forward in the 
fall as planned.  
   

Mr. Caldwell thanked the media for their efforts in getting the word out in regards to the 
survey. 
 

Mr. Caldwell reported that the next board meeting would be Monday, July 20, 6:30 p.m. in the 
Terrace Room at the Administration Building.  It will also he held virtually via Zoom and streamed on 
BCSC Facebook Live.  

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  

 
      
     __________________________________Secretary 
 
      Attest:__________________________________President 
 


